
✅  IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ACCIDENT
Stay Calm – Take a deep breath and try to remain
composed.
Check for Injuries – Call 911 if anyone is hurt.
Move to Safety – If it’s safe, move vehicles out of
traffic.

INVOLVED IN A CAR ACCIDENT?
Being in a crash is stressful — but knowing what to do can make a big difference. Keep this checklist in

your glovebox or save it to your phone so you’re prepared if the unexpected happens.

Stay Calm and Follow This Checklist

ç  DOCUMENT THE SCENE

/  COLLECT WITNESS INFO
.  EXCHANGE INFORMATION

�  DO NOT SAY THESE THINGS
✍  IMPORTANT NOTES TO WRITE DOWN

c  STORE IN YOUR GLOVEBOX Í  KEEP THIS INFO HANDY

Take photos of:
Vehicle damage (all sides)
License plates
Road conditions / skid marks
Traffic signs or signals

Record the date, time, and location

Ask for their name, phone number, insurance,
and license plate
Take clear photos of their driver’s license and
insurance card (front & back)
Note their vehicle’s make, model, and color

Get each witness’s full name and phone number
Ask for a short statement about what they saw (if
they’re willing)
Write down where they were located at the time
of the crash

“I’m sorry”
“It was my fault”
“I’m okay” (You may not feel pain until later)
Anything about your insurance coverage

Description of what happened (while it’s fresh)
Weather, road, and traffic conditions
Any signs the other driver was distracted (phone
use, etc.)

A printed copy of this checklist for quick
reference
Your current vehicle registration and proof of
insurance
A pen and small notepad in case your phone isn’t
available
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